
To the Members of the Yorktown Town Board and the Planning Board, 

I am writing to formally oppose the proposed construction of a 130-foot cellular tower at 

62 Granite Springs Road. 

Just last week, on January 16th, the Secretary of Health and Human Services said he 

was “very concerned” about new cell phone towers and cited studies showing the link 

between these towers and cancer and tumor growth. He said that “electromagnetic 

radiation is a major health concern” and is directing federal research on the harmful 

effects of this type of radiation. This proposed tower location is smack in the middle of a 

residential neighborhood filled with young families. Are you willing to risk the health of 

our children on the potential for improved cell phone service? 

It is shocking to me that this kind of construction would be allowed in a residential zone. 

The proposed tower is grossly incompatible with the surrounding residential 

neighborhood. A 130-foot structure would significantly alter the visual landscape, 

diminish property values, and negatively impact residents’ quality of life. The height and 

industrial nature of the tower are out of scale with nearby homes and undermine the 

established character of the community.  We, like our neighbors, moved here in part 

because of this character. What compensation will our families receive when our 

property values are impacted? 

This proposal also raises serious concerns regarding environmental protection and 

compliance with responsible land-use planning. It is already shocking that you would 

alienate this parcel, as parkland belongs to the community and once natural areas are 

lost they can rarely be recovered. As a wetland, this is some of the most critically 

endangered habitat and serves as a refuge for native plants and animals in the area. 

Wetlands also serve vitally important economic functions including flood mitigation, 

groundwater filtration, and protection against erosion. A large number of mature trees 



will also need to be removed within the wetland buffer. The construction of an industrial 

structure in such an area risks irreversible damage to these natural resources and 

contradicts widely accepted environmental conservation principles. Such construction 

should occur on already degraded land, not within natural areas that serve our 

community. Is there really no better location? 

All of the reasons cited for the need for this tower ring disingenuous as they are not 

supported by any recent, meaningful data. Cellular service in our area is already 

adequate and has improved in recent years, making the construction of a new tower 

seem unnecessary. This is a “solution” to a problem that does not exist to the extent that 

we are being sold. Why the urgency to build this tower, and is it worth endangering the 

health of our children, degrading our neighborhood and destroying our diminishing 

natural resources? 

Finally, I urge you to exercise more transparency in this process and to consider less 

intrusive alternatives, such as colocating equipment on existing towers, as mentioned in 

the Cityscape report, utilizing smaller-scale facilities, or selecting a non-residential, 

non-wetland location. Our town government should listen to the concerns of its people. 

Responsible development should prioritize environmental stewardship and community 

well-being over convenience. Is our motto no longer “Progress with Preservation”? 

For these reasons I respectfully request that this application be denied and that the 

health, residential integrity, and wetlands of our neighborhood be preserved. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Brennan​

 


