
January 12, 2025 
 
 
Chairman Fon, Planning Board Members, and Councilman Esposito, 
 
As a resident whose property will be directly impacted by this project we are writing to oppose 
the construction of a driveway and cell tower at 62 Granite Springs Road. Please forward our 
letter in opposition to both the Town Board and the Planning Board. Please also confirm receipt 
of our letter by emailing us back. We have several reasons for opposing the construction of a 
driveway and cell tower at 62 Granite Springs Rd that need to be considered by the Planning 
Board.  
 
Our opposition is due to a variety of reasons, but the most prominent is that we believe the 
wetland delineation that is being presented for this project is not accurate. The proposed plan as 
presented calls for disturbing over 28,000 square feet of land, including 15,627 square feet of 
wetland buffer or the wetland itself. After consulting with a wetlands expert it is our 
understanding that this project will actually be crossing the wetland area and not just the buffer 
area. The delineation line that is being submitted by the applicant as NYSDEC line was created 
Nov. 9, 2021 by their consultant KSCJ and verified by the NYSDEC.  The NYSDEC did not 
independently delineate the wetlands.  The delineation submitted did not take into account one 
of the three criteria set forth by New York State for wetland delineation.  New York requires that 
“The hydrophytic vegetation criterion is mandatory under New York State's Freshwater Wetlands 
Act”.  By only delineating the wetland in November there is no way that vegetation could be 
present.  Homeland Tower has stressed that this process has been going on for several years 
yet made no attempt to verify the mandatory wetlands criteria of vegetation during the 
recommended time frame of the growing season in any of those years.   
 
We have concerns over the wetland review process and the disregard for the information 
provided by the Town of Yorktown consultant, Johanna Duffy from Barton and Loguidice.  As a 
town consultant her responsibility lies in protecting the interests of the town and its residents, 
yet her field adjusted wetland line is completely ignored. 
Johanna Duffy of Barton and Loguidice performed a wetland delineation March 2, 2022 and she 
determined that the wetland line presented as the NYSDEC required a field adjustment of 
approximately 6-7 feet further to the east.  The applicant discussed the information with John 
Tegeder and shared that it would limit the distance between our property and the wetland line to 
8 ft.  I am including screenshots of the emails between the applicant, John Tegeder and 
Johanna Duffy that we received as part of the FOIL request.  Johanna Duffy’s report was not 
included in the FOIL even though she is a Town of Yorktown consultant. One note, Klaus 
Wimmer refers to our property as 254 Granite Springs Rd, the actual address is 54 Granite 
Springs Rd. 
 



 





 
 
In addition to the above communications the applicant submitted a Town Board filing for the 
alienation of the parkland at the May 2024 town board meeting.  In the supporting documents 
that were submitted was the revised site plan and Wetland Report from KSCJ Consulting.  The 
report clearly states that they will be in the wetland proper, not just the buffer and that it will fall 
under jurisdiction of the Army Corp of Engineers. 
 
The May 2024 site plan is below.  As you can see it shows both the NYSDEC wetland 
delineation and the field adjusted wetland line from Johanna Duffy from Barton and Loguidice 
which was done with the applicant’s consultant present.  The field adjusted wetland line clearly 
crosses almost ⅔ of the driveway. The driveway is also directly adjacent to our property line. 



 
 
The Wetland Report from KSCJ includes the following statements in regards to the wetland 
encroachment. (These are again screenshots of the information, but can be verified by viewing 



the town board filing on May 2024.)

 
 



 
 
When we were presented with the revised proposed plans in July 2025 by a representative of 
Homeland Towers stating that they would not be in the wetlands, we were obviously surprised.  



It is incomprehensible that the delineation that was done by a Town of Yorktown consultant is no 
longer being considered.  We see the vegetation present every day during the growing season 
and as a result doubt the validity of their wetland line. While we realize that the new revised plan 
has an adjusted width of the drive to 10 ft with a setback from our property of 4½ ft that would 
not be enough to eliminate wetland encroachment in an area that the applicant acknowledged 
was only 8 ft.  As a result we asked the town for permission to have the wetland delineated from 
an independent expert, which they allowed.  We hired Steven Danzer to delineate the wetland 
during the growing season, his report is included in the following screenshot and is also 
available on the pending project page on the town website. He clearly states that due to the 
vegetation present that the wetland line is further to the east.  Which would be similar in location 
to that of Johanna Duffy of Barton and Loguidice. 
 



 



 

 
 



Based on all of this information it is our opinion that the wetland delineation is incomplete and 
inaccurate as presented to this board and requires further review.  In addition the applicant 
repeatedly refers to the need for the Army Corp of Engineers to permit the project based on the 
delineation presented by Johanna Duffy.  It is included in their emails to the town and in the 
town board filing for May 2024.  We believe that is still true with the current plans when the 
delineation takes into account the town’s wetland consultant delineation, our consultant’s review 
of the wetlands and the need for delineation during a time when vegetation is present.  The 
current line being used for the plan is only taking into consideration the delineation by KSCJ 
who represents the applicant. 
 
Another area of concern is the impact the construction of the driveway will have on the drainage 
that we have on our property.  We live in an area where there is an extremely high water table 
and even properties located at the top of the hill have water issues. As a result we have 
drainage around our foundation to prevent water from infiltrating our home.  There is nothing in 
the current plans that address how our drainage will be protected from flooding or a way to 
continue our drainage through the drive which could be putting our property at risk of water 
damage.   
 
Additionally we oppose the proposed plan due to tree removal.  The plan calls for the removal of 
over 80 mature trees in addition to numerous smaller shrubs, trees and plants that are integral 
to the area’s stormwater management. 37 of these trees will be removed in the wetland buffer 
along our property line which will have a direct impact.  These are trees that are 40 to 50 ft in 
height with deep root systems.  As we are sure you are aware, the water table in this area is 
extremely high, even for those who live at the top of Granite Springs Rd.  Our property which is 
situated in the wetland buffer is no exception.  We have drainage around the foundation of our 
home to protect it from water infiltration.  The removal of these trees that draw a large quantity 
of water from the water table will raise the level of water on our property.  While we realize 
remediation is being presented, what is going to be installed cannot replace the water 
consumption nor the deep roots systems of the existing trees. At the recent conservation board 
meeting on Jan. 7, 2026 the board commented that the applicant was basically eliminating the 
entire wetland buffer on that property.  This will additionally impact the ability of water to be 
filtered into the wetland and raise the existing levels of ground water in the remaining buffer 
which is our property. 
 
We also request clarification of revised plans dated Dec. 19, 2025.  The plans show an area of 
disturbance outside of the alienation area adjacent to our rear property line.  As this area is not 
alienated it remains part of the Town of Yorktown Parkland.  As such it would appear that any 
disturbance in this area would require review from the Town’s Parks and Recreation 
Commission before moving forward as it would be in a wetland buffer area that is not alienated. 
We would also request to know the reason for the disturbance.  If it is for plantings, any 
plantings for remediation or screening that is needed should be contained within the alienation 
area not in the wetland buffer within town parkland. 
 



We additionally ask that the Planning Board review the Northern Westchester County 
Cooperative Wireless Communications Master Plan which was published June 23, 2023 by City 
Scape Consulting. It includes the towns of Bedford, Lewisboro, Mt. Kisco, New Castle, North 
Salem, Poundridge, Somers and Yorktown.  Within the plan there are specific summary sections 
and recommendations of a comprehensive plan for each town.  Yorktown’s plan divides the 
town into three sections- northern, central and southern and does recommend additional 
infrastructure to improve service throughout the town.  Granite Springs Rd is in the Northern 
area of town. As you can see the plan states: 

 
 





 
 



This report has been referred to on multiple occasions by the Town Board and Homeland 
Towers as justification for this macro tower.  However, the report does not recommend a macro 
tower in this location.  It actually recommends several small wireless facilities on either existing 
infrastructure or 50ft poles within the entire northern part of town with one macro tower in the 
Crompond area.  Of the recommended smaller sites only a few are needed in the area in 
question due to the reported small coverage gaps referenced in the report.  The chairwoman 
questioned why smaller poles were not being utilized in place of a macro tower at the Jan. 7, 
2026 Conservation Board meeting. The attorneys, Mr. Kenny and Mr. Xavier representing 
Homeland Towers responded that they did not know if the town would allow them to have 
access within the town right of way along the roads.  This implies that there was no effort to 
implement the recommendations in this cellular plan that would provide coverage and not 
require the proposed disturbance of the current plan.  The Town Board has the ability to provide 
increased coverage without this project and should do its due diligence to request proposals for 
the smaller less invasive infrastructure.  It provides the balance that is needed to protect the 
environment, the neighborhood character and provides the ability to improve cellular coverage. 
 
Finally, Homeland Towers presented to the town several items that needed to be completed for 
this property.  A screenshot of this email is included below. As you can see it states that a visual 
resource evaluation or balloon test is needed.  There is no data submitted to the town that 
shows that a balloon test was completed. As this project will have a significant impact to the 
neighboring community we request that a balloon test be done to provide accurate information 
on the visual impact to the residents.  The applicant also submitted photo simulation of the 
viewshed to replicate the visual impact to the surrounding area.  These images do not reflect the 
removal of 80 + mature trees that vary in height from 50 ft to 80 ft.  The one that is presented 
along our property specifically does not reflect the removal of 37 trees that currently screen the 
area and misrepresents the impact to the view. The viewshed imaging should be redone to 
show the impact to the view with the 80+ tree removals.   
 



 
 



We urge the Planning Board to consider the effects that the construction of this driveway and 
operation of this cell tower would have on the Hallocks Mills Wetland, habitats, animals, 
environment and residents of this town.  To fully appreciate how important this parcel of property 
is, we request the following of the Planning Board: 
 

1.​ We ask that you perform a site visit to the proposed site before submitting any remarks 
or opinions to the town board. We do not believe that there has been a planning board 
visit to the site at any point in this process. 

2.​ We ask that the Planning Board determine that the wetland delineation is incomplete at 
this time and require that the mandatory criteria of hydrophytic vegetation be included by 
performing a wetland delineation in the Spring or Summer when vegetation is present as 
NYSDEC recommends. As this project involves wetlands and buffers that fall under 
jurisdiction of the Army Corp of Engineers it is extremely important to ensure that the 
wetland proper is not being encroached with the driveway. 

3.​ All interested parties should have a wetland expert present if so desired at the time of 
delineation for hydrophytic vegetation to ensure that there is a consensus. ( interested 
parties include the applicant, the town, adjoining property owner and NYSDEC) 

4.​ We ask that the planning board review the impact drainage on our property and require 
the applicant to provide protections or continuation of our drainage through their 
driveway.  A site visit to our property will allow you to see where our drainage is located 
and the impacts the construction would have on its ability to function to protect our home 
and property. 

5.​ We ask that remediation planting be situated further away from our property line or that 
species be chosen that can provide screening of significant height that will not pose 
encroachment on to or limit the use of our property. 

6.​ We ask that the plans be referred to the Parks and Recreation Commission for review 
since there is an area of disturbance on town parkland outside the alienation area. 

7.​ We ask that you recommend that the Town Board utilize the recommendations in the 
Northern Westchester County Cooperative Wireless Communications Master Plan which 
was published June 23, 2023 by City Scape Consulting.   By implementing the 
recommended plan there would be significantly less impact to the surrounding 
neighborhood and increased cellular capacity. 

8.​ Finally, that the Planning Board request Johanna Duffy’s , Senior Environmental Scientist 
for Barton and Loguidice, report that was done based on her wetland delineation on 
March 2, 2022.  Barton and Loguidice, who were hired as consultants for the Town of 
Yorktown to delineate the wetlands for this project.  We submitted a Foil request to the 
town and this report was not included in the documentation that we were given.  This 
wetland delineation clearly represents that the driveway is in the wetland and not just the 
wetland buffer. 

 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Regards, 



 
Doug and Karen Erickson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


